




Pastor Gary Veit 
   
 On February 17, 1991, Salem congregation voted to send a letter of 
call to Pastor Gary Veit of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Hardy, Nebraska, 
to be our Associate Pastor. His reply was a “resounding Yes!” He, his wife, 
Kerri, and son, Ben, were received as new members on Sunday, March 17, 
1991 and his installation took place on Sunday, April 14, followed by a 
potluck dinner and pound shower. In his letter of thanks following that day, 
Pastor Veit wrote “... those were the biggest pounds I have ever seen!”
 Pastor Veit set out immediately to engage the youth of the 
congregation. In May of 1991, he supervised a lock-in for the LYO, and 
during the summer, he invited the Children of the Church to play and learn 
together. He served as ex-officio advisor to the Parish Ed, Youth, Worship, 
Children of the Church, and Nursery Committees. He coordinated a “Wheels 
for Life” bike-a-thon to benefit St. Jude’s Children’s Research Hospital in Nashville, Tennessee.
 Also in May 1991, he began an Adult Inquiry Class during the Sunday School hour, calling it 
a refresher course in basic Lutheran doctrines. The class served as a ’new member adult instruction 
class.’ At the same time, he initiated a “New Ventures in Bible Reading” program.
 On November 18, 1991, the Veit family welcomed its newest member - Ashleigh Marie was 
born. She was baptized here on December 8, 1991.
 In January of 1992, Pastor Veit conducted an Epiphany tree burning ceremony with cider, 
coffee and cookies, (of discarded Christmas trees), and he started a Sip-N-Study group that met on 
Wednesday mornings.
 On April 7, 1992, there was an explosion near here, and seeing a need for helping parents to 
explain this tragic event to their children, Pastor Veit organized a Communication Workshop, to help 
children adjust.
 In the summer of 1992, a group was organized to make needed repairs around the church and 
educational building before Rally Day, and it was labeled “Pastor Veit Work Day.”
 In May of 1992, Pastor Veit introduced a new “Voice from the Pew” card to be place in each pew 
for prayer requests and comments. In October of that year he started a First Communion Class. The 
following summer, a “Chart of Favorite Hymns” appeared in the narthex for members to suggest 
their favorite hymn be sung in church. There was a “Tape Ministry” organized by him in December 
of 1993 where Sunday services were taped and delivered to anyone who was home bound.
 Pastor Veit and family left Salem on December 31, 1995, and moved to Norman, Oklahoma, 
where he served as a Mission Development Minister. In September of 1996, he became Pastor of 
Christ Lutheran Church of Norman, and after moving his family to Texas City, he was installed as 
pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church on May 30, 1999. In 2004, their church was destroyed by fire, 
and in April, 2005, a special offering was taken here to help them rebuild.
 Since January of this year, the Veits have a new address: 214 Norman Street South, Ivanhoe, 
Minnesota 56142, and Pastor Veit serves as Lead Pastor for “Winds of the Prairie” - a ministry 
consisting of five independent churches working together as a community.
 While at Salem, Pastor Veit ended his newsletter articles with the words “See you in church!”
 We received the following greetings recently from Pastor Gary that reads as follows:
  “I am sorry I will not be able to celebrate with you this great milestone. Thank you for 
  remembering my time with Salem. It was a very fruitful time.
  I carry so many wonderful memories from my experiences and they serve me well. Not only do these  
  great memories lift me up and encourage me at tough times, but I have also brought this learning  
  with me. Today, as Lead Pastor of the five-congregation parish, I thank God for your compassion, 
  love and leading, along with my good friend, Pastor Derrick. May God Bless Salem with many  
  more generations of faithful disciples of our Savior, Jesus Christ.
   SEE YOU IN CHURCH - Pastor Gary.”
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Pastor F.T. Sager 

  On February 23, 1964, a call was issued to Pastor F.T. Sager, 
who was serving Peace Lutheran Church of Rockdale, to be Salem’s 14th 
pastor, and he accepted.
 Up until that time, he had served congregations of the Lockney-Happy 
parish, Posey-Littlefield-Lazbuddy parish, and the Rockdale-Sharp parish.
 Pastor Sager was born on October 1, 1908, at Arneckeville, Texas, 
which is in DeWitt County near Cuero. He was one of ten children. He was 
baptized and confirmed at Zion Lutheran of Arneckeville, and he entered Texas 
Lutheran College in Seguin in 1927, and Wartburg Seminary in Dubuque, 
Iowa, in 1931.
 He was ordained into the ministry at Zion Lutheran by the Reverend E. 
Meier and by his brother, the Reverend Gus Sager, on July 29, 1934. On May 
7, 1935, he was married to Louise Kelldorf at St. Paul’s Lutheran of Taylor, and 
to this union were born four sons and one daughter.
 Pastor Sager was installed here at Salem on April 26, 1964, and in
 addition to his many duties as pastor, he and Mrs. Sager sang in the senior choir, and he typed his 
own Sunday bulletins.
 Our  current sanctuary was built during Pastor Sager’s tenure, with groundbreaking on 
October 21, 1973. On Sunday, July 28, 1974, he and his family celebrated the 40th anniversary of his 
ministry here with a special service and reception. The Sager family returned here on July 29, 1984, 
and hosted an open house honoring the 50th anniversary of his ordination.
 The Sagers spent thirteen and one-half years at Salem before his retirement on December 
30, 1977, and he remained as our supply pastor until January 15 of the following year. He and Mrs. 
Sager moved to Taylor and became members of St. Paul’s Lutheran Church. After retiring, he took 
up his hobbies of fishing and raising rabbits and pigeons. In 1979, he began serving as interim pastor 
of the Thrall, Caldwell, Elgin, Cameron, Rockdale and Sandoval parishes. He held weekly devotions 
for the SPJST Nursing Home for 12 years and Grace Place for ten and one-half years, until shortly 
before his death on May 8, 1998. His funeral was held at St. Paul’s of Taylor, and he is buried at 
Taylor City Cemetery.
 Pastor Sager was quite proud that during his tenure here, the membership grew from slightly 
over 400 baptized members to 647, and our current church building was completed and paid for 
while he was here, for which he remembered the prayers of Philippians Chapter 1, verse 3: 
“... I thank my God upon every remembrance of you.”
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MOMENTS IN HISTORY

May 6, 1883 - The congregation agreed to have regular meetings and to keep minutes.
May 4, 1884 - Pastor F. Jesse became “shepherd of Salem’s flock.” Membership was reported at 69. 
 Pastor Jesse was particularly concerned for the religious instruction of children. He left in  
 the spring of 1890 and moved to Corder, MO, where he continued his ministry in the 
 Missouri Synod. He died there in 1898. Four of his children are buried at Salem Cemetery.
May 2, 1993 - Salem inaugurated the Pony Express stewardship program styled after the legend of  
 the Pony Express relay system of over a century ago, relying on teamwork, dedication and 
 commitment.  “Saddlebags”  of information and forms concerning stewardship were sent  
 out to members. The Pony Express  “rode again”  in  May of 1994, primarily as a 
 stewardship education plan.



 MOMENTS IN HISTORY (Cont.)

May 1, 1995 - The Parish Nurse program began. Marsh Ray served from 1995 - 1998, Carolyn Hall  
 from 2000 - 2002, and Joy Sorensen from 2003 - 2005. Many programs were offered 
 involving members’ health needs: blood pressure screenings, adult forums, health fairs, 
 CPR training and safe sitter classes. In January, 1995, a Parish Nurse Committee was 
 appointed, and in March, 2001, the committee voted to give scholarships to Salem 
 members entering the health care profession. By the end of 1994, a job description was 
 established and applications were invited. 

May 12, 1895 - Mr. W.  Wehmeyer donated 1-1/10th acres of land to Salem to establish a public  
 school.  The first location was near the site of the 2nd church, 1/3 mile south of our 
 current site.
May 3 - 8, 1900 - The 48th Assembly of the First German Evangelical Lutheran Synod of Texas met  
 at Salem for the last time. At 10:00 a.m. on Sunday, May 3, the Rev. President A. Falkenburg 
 led the opening divine service.
May 12, 1975 - Following our current church’s dedication, a copy of the dedication day pamphlet  
 and newspaper clipping of the day’s events were place in the time capsule at Brenham 
 National Bank.
May 9, 1983 - The Fellowship Committee was established. Mrs. Edith Lehmann is the current 
 chairman.
May 11, 2003 - The final 10 of the 22 stained glass hangings in the Gathering Place were dedicated. 
 (See the explanation of the hangings, page 35 - 37.)

May 23, 1897 - Pastor L. Weinrich organized the Ladies Aid Society, an organization that would 
 endure to this day.  (See the history of Salem’s Womens’ Circles, page 38 - 40.)
May 18, 1913 - It was decided that a second parsonage should be built. The wood from the 
 second church building was used for this, and wood from the first parsonage was 
 recycled into several other building, including the first parish hall.
May 22, 1988 - Ron McCulloch, former member of Salem, was ordained into the ministry at Salem.  
 He served congregations in Austin and in Portland, Oregon. Ron and his wife, Ruth, now 
 reside in Lake Oswego, Oregon.
In May, 2001, the Trust Fund was renamed the Undesignated Endowment Fund, a perpetual 
 fund to which unrestricted gifts in any amount may be given. The income is used for 
 benevolent and charitable purposes designed and approved by the congregation annually.
May 19, 2002 - The handmade communion veil made by Mrs. Helene Mgebroff (wife of Pastor 
 Johannes Mgebroff, 1898 - 1920) was re-dedicated. It was framed as a project of the 
 women’s circles and can be seen in the narthex.
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Gathering Place
Stained Glass Hangings (22 total)

#1   “The Creation Story”
given to the Glory of God and in memory of 
Lydia Loesch Blome by the 
Clyde Sommers family, 
Dedicated February 10, 2002

#2   “Peace” 
given in memory of

Lydia & Edwin Blome by
Eugene & Ruth Fritz and Dorothy & Richard Thompson

and families
Dedicated February 10, 2002 

#3   “Sacrament - Baptism” and #4   “Holy Season - Christmas”
given in honor of

Jared Christopher Tiemann
by Jimmy & Cheryl Tiemann

Dedicated May 12, 2002 

#5   “Easter” and #6   “Sacrament - Communion”
given in memory of 

Madeliene Lynette Tiemann
by Jimmy & Cheryl Tiemann

Dedicated May 12, 2002 

#7   “The Descending Dove - Holy Spirit” and #8   “Creation - Weather”
given in memory of

Willie, Jr. & Marian Wehmeyer
by their families

Dedicated November 24, 2002
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#9   “Creation - Animals”
given in memory of
Leonard “Bubba” Wellbrock, Jr.
by his family
Dedicated November 24, 2002

#10   “Symbol Collection” (peacock, etc.)
given in memory of 

Charles Edward Buerger
by Charlie & Mildred Buerger
Dedicated December 15, 2002

#11   “Creation - Fish & Fowl”
given in memory of 
Kevin Demuth and Lee Roy Fritz
by Brenda & Chad Bridges, 
Larry & Stephanie Demuth
and Annie Marie Fritz
Dedicated December 22, 2002

#12   “Symbol Collection” (butterfly, fish, etc.)
given in honor of

Claire Hueske, Addison & Braden McCain
by Mickey & Shirley Hueske
Dedicated January 19, 2003

#13   “Ten Commandments (I-V)”
given in honor of 
Rachel Hartnett
by the Bob Hartnett family, the Bryan Hartnett family, 
the Helen Clay family and the Martha Sims family
Dedicated May 11, 2003

#14   “Ten Commandments (VI-X)”
given in honor of 

Martin, Sr. & Tekla Wiesepape
by their children, grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 

and in memory of
Marcy LaKay Schroeder, Don Wiesepape and Elroy Wiesepape

by the Wiesepape family
Dedicated May 11, 2003
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#15 - 18 
Four hangings of churches history
(pictures of Salem’s four churchs)

and

#19 - 22
Four hangings of church symbols

given by David Folschinsky
in honor of his mother, Lillian Folschinsky, 

and in memory of his father, John Folschinsky, 
his grandparents, Mr. & Mrs. Paul Wehmeyer, Sr., 

and his uncles, Delmus Wehmeyer, Paul Wehmeyer, Jr., 
Harold Wehmeyer, Edgar Wehmeyer, and Alvin (Tiny) Wehmeyer, 

all original members of Salem
Dedicated May 11, 2003

All hangings were designed and crafted by
Audrey Boney 

of 
Glass Illusions ‘N More

of Brenham, Texas
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History of Salem’s Women’s Circles

 Today we highlight the most enduring and most active of our organizations - the Women of 
the ELCA. As far back as 1857, a missionary sewing circle is reported organized by our first pastor, 
Johann Ebinger. The members created articles of needlework for missions, thus serving the congre-
gation as well as the Synod.
 In 1881 and for the next ten years, there was a ladies group that called itself Salem Tabea 
Society. During the term of Pastor Bunge (1894 - 1896), the minute book of the Women’s Union (later 
called the Ladies Aid Society), was misplaced so that nothing specific is recorded of the activities of 
this group during this period. When Pastor L. Weinrich became pastor in February of 1897, a new 
minute book was acquired, and on May 23, 1897, he officially organized the Salem Ladies Aid Society.
 Charter members of this group were: Henrietta Winkelmann, Bertha Rosenbaum, Lydia 
Bockhorn, Sophie Wehmeyer, Emma Wehmeyer and Mrs. L. Weinrich, the pastor’s wife. Monthly 
dues were 10 cents. The first group had a Goodwill Committee whose duty it was to visit the sick in 
the community. The Ladies Aid and the Luther League competed in good works for the congregation 
and Synod during the early 1900’s.
 On Easter Sunday of 1903, the Women’s Union donated the marble baptismal font and a 
silver communion spoon. The baptismal font (then valued at $24) is still in use in our sanctuary with 
the German inscription at the base, which translates, “Women’s Union of Salem Congregation - 
1903”.
 The 1906 annual report showed there were 18 members. Meetings were often held in 
members’ homes or in the church parsonage. When weather was bad, meetings had to be postponed. 
Meetings were always conducted by the pastor, and coffee and coffee cake were served at every 
meeting. After 1916, it was reported that the membership increased rapidly.
 During the war years, the ladies joined the Red Cross, and on April 6, 1916, they met to sew 
much- needed items for this cause. Members took turns keeping the church clean. By 1922, their 
meetings were held in the new parish hall. Membership in 1927 was 38. Annual socials were held 
where needlework and vanilla extract were sold to add funds to their treasury. The 1930 Great 
Depression was a period of hard times.
 On June, 11 1931, Salem’s Ladies Aid Society became a charter member of the Texas Society, 
whose district organization met in Brenham. From 1897 to 1931, over $1,800.00 was collected and 
donated to benevolent causes in addition to the useful articles made and sent to orphan homes and 
foreign mission fields.
 July 4, 1935, the Ladies Aid had a barbecue in Ben Richter’s pasture (not very far from the 
church), where quilts and other useful articles made during the year were auctioned off.
 On May 30, 1937, the Ladies Aid celebrated the 40th anniversary of its founding with a 
solemn worship service and with a barbecue again in Ben Richter’s pasture.
 By 1938, membership had grown to 61. On June 18, 1939, the Women’s Union celebrated its 
annual founding festival and collected $44.46 - providing enough funds to pay for the extension of a 
waterline to the parish hall kitchen and to the church.
 The ladies placed flowers in church on special occasions and sewed robes for confirmation 
classes. The custom of selling seasonal greeting cards started in the 1940’s - a custom that endures to 
this day. In January of 1941, minutes were written for the first time in English.
 In 1944, Thank offering boxes began being used, freewill offerings were taken for the benefit 
of their treasury and other charitable purposes. Members of the group started making scrapbooks, 
and the beautiful custom of sending sympathy cards to bereaved members of the congregation, and 
get-well cards to those seriously ill was started. Special offerings were received on Mother’s Day.
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______________________________

 On November 18, 1945, a second group - the Salem Women’s Missionary Society - was organized 
on a Thursday evening, with 9 charter members: Mrs. A.J. Mohr (the pastor’s wife), Laura Grimm, 
Emma Bockhorn, Clara Addicks, Hildegard Fuelberg, Johanna Weiss, Lillie Winkelmann, Elsie Poe-
hlmann, and Alma Hodde.
 Their meetings were always well attended and consisted of prayers, hymns, Bible studies, top-
ics on current Christian issues, discussions, magazines quizzes, etc. Each member answered roll call 
with a Scripture passage. The members were active participants  in all area and state meetings, and 
sent delegates regularly to attend these gatherings.
 During the period of World War II, the Ladies, together with the Brotherhood, purchased 
two flags we have in the sanctuary (the United States flag and the Christian flag.)
 On November 24, 1946, the Ladies Aid and Women’s Missionary Society presented the 
congregation, on its 90th anniversary, the money necessary to purchase a butane gas system for the 
church. On February 14, 1947, the group began sponsoring the Junior Mission Band, an organiza-
tion for the children. Mrs. Mohr was the first leader.
 The last meeting of this group was on August 19, 1947, and on December 4, 1947, the two 
groups merged. On that day, the official name became “Salem Ladies Aid & Women’s Missionary Society.”
 In 1951, the women published the first of three cookbooks - “Brenham Kitchen Secrets” was 46 
pages of tried and true recipes. The 1953 thankoffering boxes brought in $110.00, and members con-
tributed to a Christmas Cheer Fund.
 Salem’s 100th Anniversary booklet published in 1956 is resplendent with the many projects 
and accomplishment of these early groups.
 In 1960, the name of the women’s group changed to the American Lutheran Church Women, or 
ALCW. An afternoon and a night circle were organized for Bible study.
 Salem’s ALCW hosted the Women’s Conference Convention here in 1964 and again in 1976. 
In 1965, dues were changed to freewill offerings.
 In 1979, each circle was given its own name - taking their names from significant women of 
the Bible.
 In the fall of 1985, a Sarah Circle met for a time on Sunday mornings for Bible study, and 
in the early 90’s a Craft Circle (a doers’ circle) met and made chismons. August 28 -30, 1987, the 
ALCW name again changed to Women of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America, or WELCA, at the 
Synod Constitutional Convention in Houston. Edith Lehmann attended from Salem.
 As of today, there are three circles: Dorcas, Rachel and Ruth. The Lutheran Women Today 
magazine is used as the basis for Bible studies. The Altar Guild is a project of the Mission: Community 
Committee, voted into effect June 25, 1981. Responsibilities include the changing of altar paraments 
and care of communion ware.
 In 1994, the second cookbook, “A Heritage of Good Cooking” was published by the ladies. On 
May 19, 2002, WELCA celebrated their 105th anniversary with refreshments, and the ladies took 
part in the Sunday services. Next year - 2007 - They will celebrate their 110th anniversary!
 As of September, 2005, the three circles participate in the following worthwhile projects (just 
to name a few): church Christmas dinners, projects for Lutheran World Relief, tacking of quilts, 
birthday parties at local nursing homes, collecting pull-tabs from cans that serve to help people on di-
alysis, they redecorated the church kitchen, and sponsored the latest keepsake cookbook for Salem’s 
150th anniversary. They recognize the first Sunday in May as Rachel’s Day (as encouraged by the 
WELCA Third Triennial Convention in 1996). Under Mission: Action Committee, the ladies serve food 
at the time of a funeral, and are jointly creating a commemorative quilt for the 150th anniversary.
 The continuing good works of the Women of the ELCA are evident in nearly every aspect of 
church life; among these are: the sponsoring of Lutheran Vespers, Vacation Bible School, providing 
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2005 Dorcas Circle

2005 Rachel Circle

2005 Ruth Circle

Sing to the Lord... for he Has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5

gifts to residents of Brenham State School, the Relay for Life against cancer, the sponsoring of a child 
through the Christian Children’s Fund, and the observance of World Day of Prayer.
 Dorcas Circle chairman is Jan Wilhelmsen, and they meet the first Thursday of the month 
at 2:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall; Rachel Circle chairman is Lori Dernehl, and they meet the first 
Thursday of the month at 7:30 p.m. in members’ homes; Ruth Circle chairman is Rosalie Wendler, 
and they meet the first Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall. Elizabeth 
Meinholdt is the general chairman.
 Their yearbook (a project of the Mission: Growth Committee) lists members, local and area 
officers, and projects for the year, and states: “Each lady of our Salem Evangelical Lutheran Church 
is a member of the Salem WELCA. We encourage you to take an active part in our congregation, our 
organizations, visiting the sick and shut-in, praying, etc. in loving service to our Lord.”
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L - R, Front Row: Jan Wilhelmsen, Virgene Hardy, Dovie 
Addicks, Elverda Kiecke.
2nd Row: Erna Grawunder, Mary Dell Hueske, 
Hildegard Hueske, Frances Bockhorn, Lydia Winkelmann.
3rd Row: Annie Marie Fritz, Dorothy Wehmeyer, Alice 
Dannhaus, Ruth Hueske, Margaret Schwettmann, Marie 
Thomas, Maxine Schwarze, Barbara Dietzmann, Margie 
Fougeron, Irma Ahlhorn, Hildegard Brinkmeyer, 
Gladys Hueske.

L - R, Front Row: Glenda Pieper, Evelyn Menn, 
Gloria Herzog.

Back Row: Doris Weiss, Diane Pieper, Ora Nell Parker, 
Dorothy Addicks, Rosalie Wendler.

L - R, Front Row: Frances Lehmann, Brenda Engeling, Terry 
Boeker, Cindy Hickman, Barbara Treptow.
2nd Row: Jeanette Poehlmann, Barbara Rudloff, Doris 
Draehn, Elizabeth Meinholdt, Diana Hodde.
3rd Row: Rhonda Wellbrock, Diane Ashorn, Pam Grantham, 
Dee Shupak, Lori Dernehl, Cheryl Tiemann, Vickie Dannhaus, 
Betty Wiesepape, Gail Timm.



MOMENTS IN HISTORY

May 25, 1978 - The set of Maas-Rowe cathedral chimes (an addition to the organ) were dedicated.
May 27, 1984 - The new educational building was dedicated, with two services and a noon 
 meal at Erwin’s Camphouse. Pastor F.T. Sager and Pastor Luther Oelke were guest pastors.
May 30, 1999 - Memorial Day services were held at the cemetery.  There were Memorial Day 
 services at the cemetery in the 50’s and later, but no clear records of the exact dates could  
 be found. (See the History of Salem Cemetery, page 42 - 44.) 
May 20, 2002 - To remember Salem’s two veterans killed in World War II, a memorial marker at 
 Salem Cemetery was dedicated in memory of Ernest Flentge, and the lighted altar cross 
 was refurbished in memory of Lee Roy Rosenbaum .
May 30, 2004 - The Worship Committee placed red geraniums in church to emphasize Pentecost  
 Sunday.
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History of Salem Lutheran Church Cemetery

 Prior to the year 1869, members of the congregation were buried in a few local or family 
burial plots. In 1869, the congregation was given 1-1/2 acres of land for a church cemetery by Johan 
Afflerbach and his wife, members of Salem. This was the beginning of the Salem Cemetery. Prior to 
this donation of land, however, this plot of ground was used as a local burial site. As early as 1855 
there were burial on this site, according to early Salem church records.
 One of the major goals of the congregation since the establishment of this burial plot was 
always to keep the grounds clean of weeds and attractive at all times. Fr. Wehmeyer was the first 
caretaker, and he received $5.00 annually for his work. By 1872, that was still the amount paid for 
cleaning the cemetery.
 During the period of 1870 - 1880, church bells were rung for funerals at a cost of 50 cents for 
one ringing and $1.00 for 2 ringings.
 In 1887, a motion was made and adopted which stipulated that only members of Salem 
congregation could be buried in the cemetery; however, exceptions were made in cases where 
persons of German  descent could be buried in the cemetery at a cost of $2.00 per grave. The rule 
was that only ministers of Salem Church or their substitutes must be in charge of the burial service in 
the cemetery.
 On July 15, 1888, it was reported (during Pastor F. Jesse’s tenure) that a 20- foot road was 
laid out from the church to the cemetery. This land was bought from another member, Wm. Bohne, 
for $100.
 In 1889, it was reported that non-members paid $5.00 for a burial place, and it was decided 
that members of the congregation who belonged to certain organizations could be buried in the 
church cemetery. Salem’s minister, however, had to be the leader of the burial services. It was allowed 
that when it was the wish of the relatives, a member of such organization could deliver a short 
address.
 On the 8th Sunday after Trinity, July 20, 1902, the congregation celebrated for the first time a 
churchyard feast called Grave Decoration Day, in the cemetery. Wood  from an old altar was hauled 
from under the church (where it was stored) to the cemetery to form a platform to be used by the 
pastor on that day. The old pump organ was hauled to the cemetery on the back of a flat bed truck. 
The Salem Maennerchor (Men’s Choir) sang at funerals as late as the 1930’s.
 On January 11, 1905, the congregation decided that the maintenance of the graveyard be 
entrusted to a responsible person. Prior to that time, members of the congregation had done this 
work in groups.
 On April 27, 1914, it was reported that a new road to the cemetery was bought from Mr. Wm. 
Sommerfeld for $100. (This presently is the public road that extends from the current FM 3456 into 
the cemetery). The congregation, with volunteer labor, had to work to make the new road passable.
 On December 29, 1922, Mrs. Henrietta Winkelmann passed away, and in her will, she gave 
the congregation 1-1/10th acres of land that bordered on the old graveyard, for more graves.
 Pastor William Utesch, in his report to the congregation, wrote: “During 1920 - 1931, 
peaceful work was accomplished in these 11 years. The congregation beautified the place for her 
‘beloved dead’.”   
 January 9, 1922, the job of cleaning the cemetery and marking the graves for $45.00 for the 
year 1922 was paid to Ed Jahnke, the caretaker.
 On April 30, 1922 at a “Community Meeting” (as it states in Salem’s Council minute book for 
that date), it was decided that a committee be appointed  consisting of F.A. Sprain, L.F. Winkelmann, 
and Wm. Kemper, to have two records and maps made of the Salem Cemetery marking all graves. 
One copy should be handed to the superintendent of the cemetery and one placed in safekeeping. At 
the same meeting, the ‘community’ wished to thank L.R. Lehrmann with a rising vote of thanks for 
the beautiful entrance gate he made and donated to the cemetery.
 During the period of 1924 - 1948 it was the custom that all able-bodied men between the ages 
of 18 and 40 were eligible for the duty of digging graves. There was a list of men prepared for this 
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purpose. By 1948, however, this custom was discontinued.
 On January 7, 1924 a decision was made that, with the participation of the Berlin 
congregation, a grave monument would be set in place in memory of Pastor Johannes Mgebroff 
(who passed away suddenly on May 24, 1920). L. Lehrmann and P.W. Utesch did the cement work.
 At the January 25, 1925 council meeting, it was reported that members were keeping the 
cemetery clean and they recommended appointing a committee to prepare an outline of rules and 
regulations to go by. Mr. Walter Bockhorn and Mr. John Addicks were commissioned to prepare an 
accurate map of the graves, place it under glass, and place it in the congregation hall.
 In May of 1925, a shed for grave-digging tools and equipment was built at the cemetery. On 
May 17, 1925, the congregation decided that, at the request of relatives, coffins be placed in the front 
of the church at the altar, rather than kept in the rear of the church during funerals. At the same 
meeting, it was decided that enclosures for graves be made of either granite, marble or concrete of 
uniform size.
 In 1948, Mr. H.E. Kobs deeded a 50- foot roadway to the county to increase public access to 
the cemetery.

----- No records of significance could be found concerning the cemetery during the decades of the 
1950’s, 60’s, 70’s, or 80’s. Memorial Day services were held at the cemetery during this period; how-

ever, no records of exact dates could be found. 

 In August of 1999, a gift from Mr. Luther Schwettmann and wife, Margaret, in the form of a 
special donation was given to be used toward the purchase of approximately 3.2 acres of land as an 
addition to the cemetery; the excess of this gift to be used toward the upkeep and future planning and 
improvements to the cemetery.
 In 2000, the Cemetery Committee was established by a change in the Constitution By-Laws
 approved at the November 11, 1999 annual meeting. The committee would consist of two members 
of the congregation appointed by the Council to assist in planning and overseeing the work of the 
cemetery, with the cemetery superintendent being a committee member. 
 Also during 2000, several projects were overseen by the Cemetery Committee: brush was 
cleared on the newly-acquired addition to the cemetery, for which Mr. Fred Price (a non-member) 
donated the use of his bulldozer and labor at no cost to Salem. In June 2000, the congregation ap-
proved granting of an easement to facilitate the widening of the county (public) road adjacent to the 
cemetery property. Also, fill dirt was added to areas of the cemetery to facilitate the installation of a 
private road on cemetery property.
 At the January 28, 2001 special meeting, the official name of our cemetery was changed to 
“Cemetery of the Salem Evangelical Lutheran Congregation of Washington County, Texas”, by 
change in the church constitution.

MAY, 2006Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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MOMENTS IN HISTORY

In June of 1914, the second parsonage was consecrated at the Pentecost Feast.
June 5, 1921 - The congregation decided to conduct all its meetings in the English language.
June 6, 1954 - Pastor O.K. Oelke was installed as Salem’s 13th pastor. He served until the end of  
 1963. (See the profile on Pastor Oelke, page 45.)
June 5, 1983 - The second class for clients of Brenham State School was started. Mrs. Edith 
 Lehmann and Mrs. Effie Addicks were the teachers. Glenda Weyand and Justin Weyand 
 currently teach the class.
June 7, 1987 - Rochelle Anderson came to Salem as Summer Lay Assistant and served primarily in  
 the areas of youth and evangelism with responsibilities in worship. (See the profile on 
 Rochelle Anderson, page 47.)
In June of 2001 and 2002 we held Salem Market Days, and in June of 2003, the Social Concerns 
 Committee renamed it Garden Days, where members shared produce from their garden.
  Free-will donations were taken to be given to local charity, such as Faith Mission.
June 6, 2004 - There was a meeting of all parents of first through fifth graders to discuss the 
 proposed confirmation restructuring.

As of June 15, 1947 Salem and Berlin congregations were still considered one parish (a union that  
 began in 1904); however, this arrangement ceased in late 1947.
June 19, 1988 - Pastor Melanie Ehler was ordained and installed here as our first associate pastor. 
 (See the profile on Melanie Ehler, page 47.)
June 15, 1991 - Copies of the women’s second cookbook, “A Heritage of Good Cooking,” were 
 delivered. In this book was a reprinting of the 1951 first cookbook compiled by the ladies.
In June of 1991, a special offering (with matching funds by Lutheran Brotherhood Branch 8411)  
 was taken for supplies needed to build recycling bins so that Salem could join in the cause 
 of recycling aluminum cans, glass and other items through the Washington County 
 Recycling project.
In January of 1995, Barbara Rudloff, Chairman of the Social Concerns Committee, agreed to 
 coordinate Salem’s participation in the recycling program that continues now - with the 
 following change: the trailer arrives here once a month and remains from Friday to Monday. 
 Persons bringing recyclables are asked to place them according to the labeled bins in the 
 trailer. The recycling program has had volunteers over the years to pack up and transport 
 articles to Brenham. The cash received from the sale of aluminum cans is currently used 
 for LYO activities.

JUNE, 2006

 March 22, 2002, the inclusive dates for the private road installation was set at September 
3 - 17, 2002. The paving of the public road was completed by the County Road & Bridge Dept. in 
October, 2002.
 At the November 8, 2001 annual meeting, Luther Hueske, member of Salem, proposed the 
construction of a covered pavilion at the cemetery to be used for committals. A Pavilion Committee 
was appointed on January 31, 2002, and as of May 28, 2006, this project is nearing completion.

“But thanks be to God who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ” 
1 Corinthians 15:17

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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