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Pastor Arthur J. Mohr

 Pastor Arthur J. Mohr served as Salem’s 11th pastor from 1940 until 1947. 
He was born on May 20, 1909, in Spring Creek, Texas (near Fredericksburg), to 
Karl and Bertha Althaus Mohr.
 He graduated high school, Texas Lutheran College and Wartburg Semi-
nary in Dubuque, Iowa. He was married to Edna Johanna Gold on October 18, 
1933, at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church of Cave Creek, Texas, by Reverend Emil A.F. 
Hannemann.
 Pastor Mohr was ordained at St. Paul’s of Cave Creek on October 8, 1933, 
and served in the San Marcos-Maxwell-Redwood parishes for seven years before 
coming to Salem on November 5, 1940, with his wife and small son, Charles (born 
in 1936). The Pastor was installed here on November 10, 1940, by the District President. Since he 
would serve both Salem and Berlin congregations, his installation was two-fold: a morning service 
was held at Berlin and an afternoon service at Salem on that day. Salem congregation hosted a dinner 
for the Pastor and his family on December 8, 1940. It is reported that Pastor Mohr worked 
unceasingly for the spiritual uplift and welfare among the members of both congregations.
 Shortly after the Mohrs arrived at Salem - on February 5, 1941 - Pastor Mohr organized the 
Brotherhood - “to mobilize the manpower for the church and the Master.”
 In September of 1943, Salem celebrated Pastor Mohr’s ten years of ministry with a service at 
which Reverend Flachmeier spoke and following the service, lunch served. Salem congregation 
presented Pastor Mohr with the gift of a cloak.
 On January 9, 1944, it was decided that Pastor Mohr would conduct evening services on the 
second Sunday, with Holy Communion celebrated at some of the services. He would use these ser-
vices as instruction in regard to church work.
 Also during Pastor Mohr’s tenure, the church parsonage, garage and barn received 
extensive renovations and improvements. Improvement to the church building would soon follow.
 Mrs. Edna Mohr organized the Junior Mission Band - an organization for the children, and 
she was a charter member of the Women’s Missionary Society (one of Salem’s two women’s groups) 
founded on November 18, 1945.
 Salem celebrated its 90th Anniversary on November 24, 1946, while the Mohrs were here, 
with an English service at 9:30 a.m. and a German service at 11:00 a.m. In his report for the anni-
versary, Pastor Mohr wrote that he “... was continuing to build upon the foundation that was laid by 
his predecessors.” The year-end report for 1946 showed: 506 baptized souls, 393 confirmed, and 360 
communicants. There were 40 English services conducted during the year, and 13 German services. 
There were eight baptisms, 11 confirmed during the year, and three members were in the Armed 
Forces. The average attendance at English services was 221, and German 115. There were eight ser-
vices of Holy Communion during that year, Sunday School had 183 children enrolled with 12 teach-
ers (22 on Cradle Roll), 61 members in the Brotherhood, eight in Women’s Missionary Society, 59 in 
Ladies Aid, and 45 in Luther League.
 Pastor Mohr also reported: the obligations to the Texas District, the church, to the poor and 
needy were always fulfilled with much joy. New material for study and discussions were 
introduced into the Sunday School, Ladies Aid and Women’s Missionary Society, the Luther League, 
Church Council, and Sunday School teachers’ meetings; special studies were held in evangelism 
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and other programs of the church; special bulletins were introduced to keep members informed of the 
work of the church; and the local program was intensified in every possible way.
 On October 8, 1936, motion carried that the Stove Committee look after details for getting 
approval for a butane system, and volunteers would look for labor to dig holes and trenches for the 
system.
 July 27, 1947, Pastor Mohr informed his congregation that he wished to answer a “new field 
of labor”, and preached his farewell sermons on Sunday, August 5, 1947, at a morning service at Ber-
lin and again at 8:00 p.m. at Salem. Pastor Mohr moved his family to St. John Lutheran of Bellville, 
where he would serve as pastor for the next 15 years, and 
following that, he served St. John’s Lutheran Church of Prairie Hill for 13 years.
 Pastor Mohr held numerous positions in the Southern District of the ALC, and in 1949, he 
was named, “First Rural Minister of the Year in Texas.”
 On June 26, 1966, the Mohrs’ son, Charles A. Mohr, was ordained into the ministry at St. 
John’s Lutheran of Prairie Hill, and he would go on to serve congregations at St. Peter 
Lutheran Church of Doss, Texas, and Christ Lutheran of Cherry Spring, until his untimely death 
February 29, 2000.
 Pastor A.J. Mohr ended his active ministry in September of 1975, to retire with his wife to 
Fredericksburg, Texas, but he would serve in supply capacities prior to becoming Associate Pastor at 
Zion Lutheran Church of Fredericksburg on February 1, 1978.
 Sadly, Pastor Mohr was stricken suddenly while attending a Mission Festival 
celebration at St. John’s, Prairie Hill, on September 23, 1979, and he passed away later that day. A 
Memorial Service was held in Brenham on September 24, and his funeral was held at Zion Lutheran 
Church, Fredericksburg, on September 25, 1979. Mrs. Mohr remained in Fredericksburg until her 
death June 28, 1991. She is buried next to her husband at 
Greenwood Memorial Cemetery in Fredericksburg.
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MOMENTS IN HISTORY

November 18, 1945 - Salem’s Women Missionary Society (the second of the two women’s groups) was  
 organized. Two years later, on December 4, 1947, the two groups merged.
November 19, 1947 - Pastor W.C. Poehlmann and family moved to Salem, and November 23, he delivered  
 his first sermon. 
November 21, 1948 - Groundbreaking was held for the educational annex to the third building.
November 22, 1981was the day Salem Celebrated the 125th anniversary with services at 10:00 a.m. and at  
 2:30 p.m.  A barbeque meal was prepared by the Salem members  and served at Erwin’s 
 Camphouse. Refreshments were served following the afternoon service in the Fellowship Hall. 
 Pastor Derrick served as presiding minister. Former Pastors,  A.J. Mohr and F.T. Sager, took part.  
 Son of our former Pastor Oelke, Pastor Luther Oelke, preached the sermon at the morning service. 
 Former Pastor W.C. Pohlmann helped lead the afternoon service along with Pastor J. Fred 
 Mgebroff and Bishop August Wenzel. The December 1981 newsletter reported 930 people 
 worshipped at the two services and 1,230 ate barbeque.
November 18, 2001 - Salem celebrated its 145th Anniversary. Bishop Blom preached, the 1968 - 72 Youth 
 Choir had a reunion of its members and they sang at the 10:05 service. The Rachel Circle displayed 
 photos and memorabilia, and all children and adults baptized or received at Salem in the previous  
 five years were honored.

ANNIVERSARY OF SALEM’S FOUNDING DAY
November 22, 2006 - Thanksgiving Eve

On November 22, 1856, 17 charter members established the Evangelical Lutheran Salem Congregation of 
the Texas Synod from very simple beginnings. Records say “... they had so very little money; they had so 

very little of everything.” How fitting to give thanks to God on this day for these 17 charter members whose 
faith, vision, and dedication passed down through the generations helped bring us to this day!
As best as can be determined, anniversaries were celebrated at Salem starting with the 25th on 

November 22, 1881, and regularly thereafter (although not always in the month of November). In more 
recent years, we celebrated the 134th on November 25, 1990, that included a mortgage burning ceremony 

when the educational building loan was paid in full; and the 141st on November 23, 1997, on the occasion of 
the dedication of the narthex renovation.
Thanks be to God for these 150 years!
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SALEM’S VETERANS
Addicks, Ervin - Sgt. 1st Class

Army National Guard
11 years, 49th Armored Division 

Squad Leader

Addicks, John H. - Private
US Army, WWI

22 months, 90th Infantry Division
Ord. 344th FA

Addicks, Lonnie - Corporal 
US Army, Korean Confl ict

Two years, AAA Gun Battalion
Gunner on Anti-aircraft, Artillery

Bartels, Jason - Captain
US Air Force, Germany

Four Years on Current Active Duty, 
81st Fighter Squadron

Fighter Pilot

Bartels, Randy - Lt. Colonel
US Air Force

23 years, eight months, 336th Fighter Squadron
Fighter Pilot - F4E, F16 & F15G planes

Becker, Frank - MMM 1st Class
US Navy, WWII

Two years, eight months
Various Units, Machinist

Becker Ralph - SP-5
US Army

Six Years, VIII Corps
Supply Clerk

Blasienz, John A. - Carpenter’s Mate 2d Class
US Navy, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Two years, eight months
105th C.B. Battalion

Bockhorn, Bruce F. - Captain
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years, Corp of Engineers
Platoon Leader

Bockhorn, Harold F. - Major
US Air Force, WWII Pacifi c Theater

4th Air Force, Unit Commander
Administrative Offi cer

Bockhorn Heinrich - Private 
CSA, US Civil War

Three years, Company K
Timmons Regiment

Brinkmeyer, Alvin Norbert - T-Sgt
US Army, Korean Era

Two years, Hdqs. VIII Army Corps
Supply Man

Brinkmeyer, Charlie F. - Private
US Army, WWI

Thirteen months, Infantry Unit
Cook - Cook & Bakery Division

Brinkmeyer, Koy Andrew - E-4
US Navy, Desert Storm

Four years, USS Carl Vinson CVN-70
Crash & Salvage Specialist

Buerger, Charlie - 1st Lt.
US Army WWII, European Theater

Five years, 124th Cavalry, 45th Infantry
Platoon Leader

Buerger, Charles Edward - A/C
US Air Force, Occupation Forces in Japan

Two Years
Airplane Mechanic

Carley, Cathy (Pieper) - Sgt. 1st Class
US Army - Texas National Guard

22 years, two months, 176th Engineer Battalion
Personnel, Recruiting & Retention Specialist

Cherry, Cindy (Addicks) - Lance Corporal
US Marine Corps

Eight years, 1st Battalion, 23rd Marines

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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SALEM’S VETERANS
Clifton, Brian - Captain
US Marine Corps, Iraq

Five years on active duty
HMM 364

Helicopter Pilot

Dallmeyer, Erwin C. - Sgt.
US Army, Vietnam

Two years, three months, Co. C, 
1st Bn., 12th and 4th Infantry Division

Rifl e Squad Leader

Dannhaus, Bernard E. - Corporal
US Army, Korean War Era

Eight years, 1st Armored Division (Fort Hood)
Machine Gun Instructor

Dannhaus, Leonard R. - 1st Lt.
US Army, Germany

Three years, 1st Bn., 13th Infantry
Unit Commander

Dannhaus, Reinhardt E. (Sonny) - Sgt.
US Army, Vietnam

Two years, 4th Infantry Division
Radio Operator

Dellagiacoma, Mark
US Army, Artillery Center

Fort Sill, OK
Four years

Dierking, Charles Wayne - Airman E3
US Navy, Vietnam

Four years, US Aircraft Carrier
“Constellation”

CVA-64 Aviation Boatswain Mate

Dietzmann, Veril V. - Sgt. 
US Army, Cold War

Six years, 1st Infantry Division
Gunner

Draehn, Alvin James - Sgt.
US Army, Six years

Battery B, 19th Artillery 
Gun Crew

Draehn, Elwood Charles - SP-5
US Army, Eight years, six months

Co. B, 386th Engineer Bn., 
49th Armored Division
Demolition Specialist

Draehn, Gene - SP-5
US Army, Vietnam

Two years, 188th Maintenance, 11th Cavalry
Mechanic

Draehn, Gerald W. - SP-4
US Army, Vietnam

Two years, 1st Armored Division and 
25th Infantry Division

Telephone Communications

Draehn, Lee Odell - Sp-5
US Army, Three years

33rd Armor, 3rd Armored Division
Tanker

Draehn, Norman - SP-5
US Army, QMC, Vietnam Era

Two years, USAMEDTC
4th Army, Medic

Draehn, Robert A. - TEC-5
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Three years, Co. C, 52nd Engineer Combat Bn.
Truck Driver

Draehn, Roger Robert - PFC 
US Army, Korean Era

Two years, Btry A, 617th Field Artillery
Cook

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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Draehn, Walter - PFC
US Army, WWI, Europe

One year, one month
324th FA Bn, Duty Unknown

Dreyer, Kenneth - Sgt. - 1st Class
US Army, Vietnam Era

Six years, NG Airborne Division
Infantry Unit

Duch, Henry - PFC
US Army WWII, European Theater

One year, four months
Wounded in action, discharged from hospital, 

Holder of the Purple Heart
357th Infantry Regiment

Rifl eman

Eckermann, Milton C., Sr. - PFC
US Army, WWII

Two years, Company B, 3159th Signal Service
Telephone & Telegraph Lineman

Eckert, Franklin Daniel - PO QM-3
US Navy 7th Fleet, Far East
Two years aboard DDR 805

Radar Picket Destroyer 
“USS Chevalier”

Captain’s Assistant

Eiler, Kevin M. - CPL
US Marine Corps, Iraq Era

Five years, 3rd Marine Airwing
Aviation Mechanic

Engeling, Paul Milton - Seaman T-5
US Merchant Marine & US Army

Two years, 421st Army Band
Seaman/Bandsman

SALEM’S VETERANS
Felscher, William - Sgt.
Army Air Force, WWII

Three years, nine months, 330th Combat 
Crew Training School

Accountant - Station Hospital

Fieseler, Ernest F., Jr. - PFC
US Army, WWII

Two years, HQ Det. 3 9135 TSU QMC
Automotive Mechanic/Duty Soldier

Flentge, Ernest W. - T/Sgt.
US Army, WWII European Theater
Two years, 90th Infantry Division

Killed in Action, Holder of Silver Star &
Purple Heart

Flentge, Milton - PFC
US Army, Korean Era (Germany)
Two years, B Btry., 519th FA Bn.

Driver

Flentge, Otto F. - PFC 
US Army, WWII

Two years, Rifl eman 745
Medic, Cook

Fougeron, Charles “Chuck” - GM 3rd Class
US Navy, Cuban Missile Crisis
Eight years, six months aboard

“USS Howard D. Crow DE-252”
Gun Captain & Helmsman

Fuelburg, Charlie Otto - Quartermaster
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Two years, six months, Bakery Company
Baker

Franke, Waldo Allen -Stg. E-4 
US Air Force, Vietnam Era
Four years, Procurement

Truck Driver

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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SALEM’S VETERANS
Fritz, Eugene - CPL

US Army, Korean Era
Twenty one months, 802d Engineering

Aviation Battalion
Machine Operator

Grawunder, Erwin A. - S/Sgt. 
US Army, WWII, Aleutian Islands

Thirty nine months, 
716th Signal Air Warning Company

Radio Operator

Giebel, LeRoy Herbert (DVM) - S/Sgt.
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Thirty months, Holder of Bronze Star
Infantry Platoon Sgt.

Gorrebeeck, Allison (Albright) (MD) - Major
US Air Force, On Active Duty 

Ten Years service, 
Elgin Air Force Base, Florida

Physician

Goeke, Gilbert, J. - SPC-4th Class
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years, 4th Bn., 61st Artillery
Artillery Tank Driver

Hahn, Theodore, Jr. - Private
US Army WWII

Ten months, Chemical Warfare Service
12th Air Depot Group

Basic Assignment Soldier

Herzog, Leroy E. - PFC
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

One year, nine months, 770th Railway Battalion
Mail Clerk

Hodde, Clarence - PFC
US Army, Korean Era

Two years, US Army Hospital
Medic

Hohlt, Frederick - Private
US Civil War, CSA

Entered duty in 1862 & Killed
in Action, Texas CSA Unit

Infantryman

Hollingsworth, C.I., Jr. (Skip) - PO 2nd Class
US Navy, Classifi ed

Five years Classifi ed service

Holtkamp, Bill - S/Sgt. 
US Air Force, Korean Era

Eight years, two month
Kelly Air Force Base, Lackland Air 

Force Base and James Connally Air Force Base
Supply Administrator

Hueske, Albert F. - PFC
US Army, WWII European Theater

Normandy Beach Landing - D Day - France
Four years, Co. F., 357th Inf. Regt.,

90th Infantry Division, Awarded Purple Heart
Infantryman

Hurtig, Albert
US Army, WWI Europe
91st Infantry Division

Infantryman

Jacob Astor W. - PFC
US Army, WWII

One year, ten months
133rd Engineer Regiment, 

No MOS given

Jaster, Donald Lee - 1st Sgt. (E-8)
US Army, Texas National Guard

37 years, seven months
36th Airborne Brigade & 386th Engineer Bn.

Combat Engineer 
1st Sgt. & Instructor at 
Texas Airborne School

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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Jaster, Melvin E. - PFC
US Marine Corps, Korean Era

Eight years, 3rd Bn., 1st Marine
1st Marine Division

Kammerer, Thomas Wayne - Petty Offi cer
US Navy, Vietnam Era

Two years assigned to Navy Unit
Gunners Mate

Kankel, Elroy Willie - TEC-4
US Army, Korean Era

22 months, 382nd Station Hospital
Surgical Technician 861

Kelm, Alfred Herbert - SP-4
US Army, Texas National Guard

Five years, seven months, Co. B., 386th Engineer
Bn., 49th Armored Division

Radio Operator

Kemper, Wilhelm L. - Private
US Army, WWII 

Four months, no MOS given

Kiecke, Gilbert Theodore, Naval Offi cer
US Navy

WWI, Enlisted in US Marine Corps, European Theater
WWII, Offi cer in US Navy - Pacifi c Theater

Navy Post Offi ce, Censor
Postal Offi cer for US Navy at Guam

Kiecke, Will Karl (Mose) 
US Army, WWI

European Theater

Kuecker, Ervin - TEC-5
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

One year, ten months, 203rd Port Company
Stevedore Foreman 271

Kuecker, Michael Doyle - PFC
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years
Medical Corpsman

SALEM’S VETERANS
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Lehmann, Elizabeth - 1st Lt.
US Army Nurse Corps, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Two years, 51st General Hospital
Nurse

Lehmann, Herman A., Jr. - PFC 
US Army, WWII European Theater

Two years, 877th Airborne Engineer Bn.
Truck & Equipment Operator

Lehmann, James - Lt. Colonel
US Army, Korean Era
29 Years, Member of

US Army Psychological Warfare Board
Unit Commander

Member of General Staff

Lehmann, Julius - Private
US Civil War, CSA

Three years, Member of Waul’s Texas
Legion, CSA

Captured in Mississippi, & POW 
until the end of the war

Lehmann, Lance L. - Airman (E-4)
US Air Force, Desert Storm

Four years, 433rd Transportation
Squadron (MAC)

Mechanic

Loesch, Gilbert C. - CPL
US Army WWII European Theater

Forty one months, 35th Infantry Division
Military Police

Lorenz, Harold - Airman-2C
US Air Force, Cold War Era
Three years, seven months

Mechanic

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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SALEM’S VETERANS
Lorenz, Roy - PFC

US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater
Two years, 627th Field Artillery Battalion

Cannoneer 844

Meinholdt, Clarence Edwin - PFC
US Army, Vietnam Era

Six years, 1st & 2nd AC Platoon TRDA, 
124th Cavalry (Airborne)

Heavy Vehicle Driver

Moeller, Waldo Eugene - Electrician’s Mate
1st Class (T)

US Navy WWII, Pacifi c Theater
Two years, ten months

Assigned to “USS Alhena” (AKA-9)- Nimitz Fleet
Electrician on all facets aboard ship

Morris, Mack Wayne - SP-4
US Army, Europe

Two years, 2d Bn., 48th Inf., 3rd Armored Division
APC - Driver & Squad Leader

Nienstedt, Herbert W. - CPL
US Army, Korean Era

Two years, eight months, 82d Airborne Division
Field Radio Repairman

Nobles, Todd
US Navy, Pacifi c

Presently on active duty with 
four year’s service

Nordt, Wilfred - PFC
US Army, WWII European Theater

with duty in North Africa
Four years, 817th Engineer Aviation Battalion

Auto Equipment Operator

Oelke, O.K. - Captain
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Three years, Chaplain Corps
Army Chaplain

Pieper, Bennie B. - Private
US Army, WWII European Theater

Three years, six months
Co. G, 318th Infantry

Cook’s Helper

Pieper, Billie - PFC
US Army (Germany)

Three years, 545th Signal Co.
Electronics Equipment Repairman

Pieper, Erwin A. - TEC-5
US Army, WWII European Theater

Three years, 305th QMC Bn. Medical Detachment
Medic ( Holder of the Bronze Star)

Pieper, Kenneth R. - SP-4
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years, 593rd Engineers 
Electrical Maintenance Technician

Pieper, Lynn - S/Sgt.
US Air Force, Vietnam Era

Three years, six months, 432nd MMS
Munitions Assembly, Delivery & Storage

Pieper, Roy C. - PFC
US Army, Vietnam Era

Six years, Btry. B, 4th How Bn., 19th Arty
Communications Man

Poehlmann, Ralph Edward - PFC
US Army

One year, nine months
Hq. & Hq. Co. USA Elm Field Comd., DASA

Electronic Repairman

Ponfi ck, Alfred H. (Sonny) - Sgt.
US Army, WWII China-Burma-India Theater

Three years, 9th Photo Recon Squadron
Army Air Force

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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Priesmeyer, Erwin W. - CPL
US Marine Corps, WWII Asiatic-Pacifi c-China Theater

Two years, four months, 1st Marine Division
Rifl eman

Priesmeyer, H.F. - Boatswain Mate - 2d Class
US Navy Pacifi c Theater

Three years, fi ve months, USNTS, San Diego, CA
Coxswain of LCV(P’s)

Landing Craft during invasion of Pacifi c Islands
against Japanese forces

Richter, Bennie - CPL
US Army, WWI European Theater

One year, nine months, 327th Infantry
Foot Soldier

Richter, Bennie, Jr. - TEC-4
US Army, WWII Europe-Asia-Middle East Theater

Two years, one month, 680th Port Co.
Mine Warfare Specialist

Richter, Robert A. - Private
US Army, WWII

Two years, one month, 58th Inf. Training Bn.
Basic Duty Soldier

Richter, Walter - S/Sgt.
US Army, WWII Asiatic-Pacifi c Theater

Three years, one month
17th Radio Security Section

Radio Operator

Roehling, Nelson - S/Sgt.
US Army, Texas National Guard

Vietnam Era
Eight years, Co. B., 386th Engineer Bn., 

49th Armored Division
Cook - Executive Chef

Rogers, John D. - Private
US Army Air Corps, WWII

Eleven months, SQ CB, 326th AAF BU
Basic Soldier 521

Rogge, Melvin - CPL
US Air Force, WWII

Four years
Airplane Electrical Technician

Rosenbaum, Charles W., Sr. - PFC
US Army, WWI European Theater
Two years, Co. K, 366th Infantry, 

90th Infantry Division
Rifl eman in two battles in France, and later

with occupation forces in Germany

Rosenbaum, Lee Roy F. - T/Sgt.
US Army, WWII European Theater

Two years, Co. B, 36th Armored Infantry Regiment
Killed in Action on September 21, 1944 in 

Germany (Holder of Purple Heart)

Sander, William Fred - Lt. (jg)
US Navy, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Three years, fi ve months, 
Hedron FAE 2, VPB 14 OTU4, VPB 17

Navy Pilot

Sager, Theodore (Ted) A. - CPL
US Marine Corps, Vietnam Era

Four years, two months, Shore Party
Radio Operator

Schawe. Theodor - Private
US Civil War - CSA

Three years, three months
(Prisoner of war for part of this time)

Col. Giddings Texas Bn. 
Transporter of goods from Houston to 

Old Mexico using ox wagons

Schawe, Wilheim Frederich Otto Henry - T-4
US Army, WWII European Theater

Four years, seven months, 878th Engineer Aviation Bn.
Auto Mechanic

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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Schilling, Raymond G. - CPL

WWII European Theater, Battle of the Bulge
Three years, Hq. Co. 401st Glider Bn.

Glider Pilot & Foot Soldier
(Holder of the Bronze Star)

Schlottmann, Herman C. 
US Army Air Corps, WWII
Two years, no MOS given

Schlottmann, William, Sr. - Private
US Civil War - CSA

Three years, 5th Regt. of Texas Infantry, CSA
Infantryman

Schmidt, Willie H. - Seaman 2d Class
US Navy, WWII Pacifi c Theater

One year, seven months
Assigned to amphibious unit

Boat Driver

Schomburg, Ellwood - Sgt.
US Army, Korean Era

Three years, 7th Army, 58th Evac Hospital
and 48th Armored Medical Bn.

Medic

Schwarze, Calvin R. - Stg. (E-5)
US Army, Vietnam Era

Three years, Finance Unit
Finance Records Clerk

Schwarze, Edward - PFC
US Army

Two years, Hqs. Btry., 752nd AAA Div.
Unit Mail Clerk & Truck Driver

Schwarze, Leroy - Sgt.
US Army

Three years, some in Germany
51st Infantry, 4th Armored Division

Radio Teletype Operator

Schwarze, Lonnie -S/Sgt.
US Air Force, Vietnam Era

Five years, eight months
Administrative Offi ce Clerk

Schwarze, Michael Ray - Lt. Commander
US Navy, Desert Storm, Desert Fox, Enduring Freedom

& Iraqi Freedom, 28 years
Naval Data Systems & Supply Corps

Schwecke, Hugo W. - Colonel
US Army, WWII European Theater

20+ years as a 
Regular Army Career Offi cer

Schwettmann, Alfred - CPL
US Army Air Force, WWII

Two years, eight months
B-29 Gunner

Shupak, Shane G. - 2nd Lt.
US Army, Texas National Guard

Corps of Engineers, Iraq Era
on active duty

Sommerfeld, Edward L. - PFC
US Army, Korean Era

Two years, 200 Infantry (Dixie) Division
Demolitions

Sommerfeld, Emanuel E. - PFC
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Three years, Motor Messenger Carrier
Signal Corps, Personal driver for 

General Douglas MacArthur
 Allied Supreme Commander - Pacifi c Theater

Sommerfeld, Otto Charlie - Seaman 1st Class
US Navy, WWII Asiatic-Pacifi c Theater

18 months, Co. 23 A-5
Shore Patrolman

Sing to the Lord... for He has done marvelous things. - Isaiah 12:5
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Spitzer, Garrett H. - Sgt.
US Army Air Corps, WWII

Four years, 2517th AAFBU Ellington AFB, TX
Medical Lab Technician 858

Spreen, John F. - TEC-5
US Army, WWII

Two years, two months, 60th Signal Service
Radio Operator - Low Speed 776

Spreen, Leslie - Co-Pilot (1st Offi cer)
US Army , WWII European Theater

Air Transportation Command
Medical Evacuation Pilot - 20 trips across

the Atlantic with 20 wounded litter cases per fl ight

Spreen, Louise - Lt.
US Army, WWII

Nurse

Stroech, Herman H., Jr. - PRC
US Marine Corps, Korean Era

Two years, no MOS given

Tanner, Sharion (Kiecke) - Captain
US Army (Peacetime Service)

Five years, Logistics Unit
Quartermaster Offi cer

Thomas, Perry L. (Buddy) -M/Sgt.
US Army & Texas National Guard 

WWII European Theater
30 years, 124th Calvary, 385th Field Artillery of 

104th Infantry Division, & 
386th Engr. Bn. of 49th Armored Division 

Artillery Battery Company Sgt.

Thomas, Perry L. (Nicky) - Sgt. 1st Class
US Army, Texas National Guard

Berlin/Cuban Missile Crisis of 1960-61
Co. B., 385th Engr. Bn., 49th Armored Division

Platoon Sgt. & Demolition Specialist

Tiemann, Chris - Private
US Army, WWI

15 months, Co. E., 359th Inf. Regt.
No MOS given

Utesch, Luther Paul - PFC
US Army, WWII

Two years, 627th Field Artillery Bn.
Cannoneer 844

Vash, John Jr. - Chief Petty Offi cer
US Navy, WWII & Korean Era

20 years, served aboard “USS Midway”
Parachute Rigger

Vash, Ronald - Petty Offi cer, 1st Class
US Navy, Vietnam Era

12 years, served aboard “USS W.V. Pratt” 
“USS Sterett”

Sonar Technician

Wehman, Arthur Fred - AM 3C(T)
US Navy, WWII

Hutchinson, KS, Hedron FAW#8
Aviation Metalsmith

Wehmeyer, Adolph C. - SP-4
US Army, Germany (peacetime)

Two years, Engr. Unit
Supply Clerk

Wehmeyer, Calvin A. - S/Sgt.
US Army, peacetime

Six years Btry. B, 2d How. Bn., (8”), 36th Arty.
Chief of Section (Arty)

Wehmeyer, Clarence F. - Airman 1st Class
US Air Force, peacetime

Four years, 27th ARS, Bergstrom AFB, TX &
Walker AFB, New Mexico

Aircraft Mechanic
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SALEM’S VETERANS
Wehmeyer, Edgar A. - PFC

US Air Force, WWII Pacifi c Theater
Three years, 11th Bombardment Gp. of AAF

Welder on damaged planes

Wehmeyer, Eldo - TEC-5
US Army, WWII

30 months, Btry. B, 387th Field Artillery Bn.
Heavy Duty Truck Driver

Wehmeyer, Harold T. - PFC 
US Army, WWII Rhineland-Central Europe Theater
Two years, four months, Co. B. 260th Engr. Combat 

Bn.
Light Truck Driver 345

(Holder of the Bronze Star)

Wehmeyer, Paul - S/Sgt.
US Army, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Four years, 1909th Ord. Co. 
Munitions Leader

Weiss, Clemence - S/Sgt.
US Army, WWII European-African-Middle 

Eastern Theater
Three years, one month, 37th Amphibious Engr. Bn.

Platoon Leader 
(Holder of the Bronze Star)

Weiss, Delmus A. - Sgt.
US Army, WWII European Theater

Three years, ten months, 94th General Hospital
Foreman - Labor 356

Weiss, Louis Walter - Carpenter’s Mate 1st Class
US Navy, WWII Pacifi c Theater

Four years, served aboard “USS Crescent City:
APA (21)” Attack Transport - in the battles of 

Guadalcanal, Guam, Peleleu Island & Okinawa
Carpenter

Weiss, Luther J. - S/Sgt
US Army Air Corps, WWII Asiatic-Pacifi c Theater

One year, nine months, Hq. Squadron 358th 
Air Service Group

Guard Patrolman 522

Wendler, Donald - SPC-4
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years, “Bandito Charlie” C/5/60
Infantryman

Wiede, Adolph E.-PFC 
US Army, WWI 

One year, four months, 
VET Corps Remount Depot # 328

VET Corps Technician

Wiederhold, Milton - Lt. Colonel
US Air Force, WWII Korean Era & Berlin Air Lift

20 years, Heavy Bomber Wings
Bomber Pilot

Wiese, Roy, Jr. - CPO
US Navy, WWII Galveston-Houston Naval Command

Pharmacist Mate

Wiesepape, Elroy - SP-4
US Army, Vietnam Era

30 months, 2d Armored Division
Infantryman & Armored Tanker

Wiesepape, Martin, Jr. - Sgt.
US Army, Vietnam Era

Six years, Co. D., 17th Bn., 4th Training Regt.
Fort Jackson, S.C. 

Infantryman & Vehicle Mechanic

Wilhelmsen, Albert F. - TEC-4
US Army, WWII Pacifi c-New Guinea-Southern

Phillippines Theater
34 months, 133th US Army Hospital

Cook
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Wilhelmsen, Ernest W. - CPL
US Army, WWII European Theater

32 months, Btry. B., 933rd Field Artillery Battalion
Medium Artillery Gun Crewman

Wilhelmsen, Robert H. - AFCM - Master Chief
US Navy, Vietnam Era

24 years aboard USN Aircraft Carriers &
Aircraft Squadrons

Master Chief, Naval Aviation Maintenance

Winkelmann, Johann Friedrich Wilhelm - Private
US Civil War  - CSA

Two years, Co. I, 16th Texas Infantry, CSA
Unknown Duty

Winkelmann, Erwin Henley - Spec 5:E-5
US Army, Vietnam Era

Two years, Co. A, Supply & Transport, 
1st Infantry Division

Squad Leader

Winkelmann, Erwin W. - S/Sgt.
US Army, European-Italy-Africa-Corsica-Central 

Europe-Germany Theater
Co. F, 254th Infantry

Communications Leader
(Holder of the Bronze Star)

Winkelmann, Louis F - Sgt.
US Army, Cold War, Germany

Six years, 3rd Armored Division
Squad Leader

Winkelmann, Raymond L. - Sgt.
US Army, WWII (Fort McPhearson, GA)

45 months, 9th Infantry Division
X-Ray Technician

Witte, Melvin - M/Sgt.
US Army Air Force, WWII

Six years
Airplane Mechanic & Electronics

SALEM’S VETERANS
Zander, Otto H. (Pete) - S/Sgt.

US Army, WWII European Theater
Three years, nine months, Hq. & Svc. Troop, 

86th Cavalry Recon Squadron
Truckmaster 345

(Holder of the Bronze Star)

Ziegenbein, Lonnie Louis - SM 2c
US Navy, WWII Pacific Theater

Three years
Signalman 2d Class
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Salem Lutheran Celebrates 150 Years
(Banner Press Article)

 Christ the King Sunday, November 26, 2006, culminates the year-long observance at Salem. 
Through the past year, the congregation remembered the lives and ministries of the pastors, organiza-
tions and programs with weekly “Moments in History” calling members 
attention to significant people, events, and blessings throughout its history.
 The name Salem is taken from the word, “Jerusalem,” meaning possession of peace, or more 
recently, Shalom. The church itself remains very near the original site described, in 1856, as “the prai-
rie three miles south of Brenham.” Current membership at Salem is 867 baptized, 717 confirmed.
 Two services of celebration and thanks to God will be held on November 26. The morning 
service begins at 10:05 a.m. with Salem’s current Pastor, Charles Parnell, presiding. The sermon will 
be given by Pastor Rob Moore, assistant to the Bishop. 
Assisting at the morning service will be: Barbara Treptow, Barney Loesch, Tracy Lehmann, Nancy 
Rosenbaum, Otto and Thana Kemper, Russell Engeling, Ron and Rachelle Bowman, Delbert Boek-
er, Brittney Bowman, Taylor Boeker, Tiffany and Kevin Weiss, Charles and Linnae Hirsch, Mark 
and Becky Kuecker, Greg and Loraine Phillips, Lynn and Glenda Pieper, Joshua Roehling, Kaylie 
Schaper, Payton Warmke, Shelby Wolfenberger, the adult choir and Blinn Brass Quintet.
 Sarah Koehler, the youth and family minister, will give the childrens’ sermon at the 10:05 a.m. 
service.
 The afternoon service begins at 3:00 p.m. Bishop Ray Tiemann of the Southwest Synod 
delivered the homily. Music is to be provided by Salem’s Praise Band, WELCA ladies and the men’s 
group. Assisting at the afternoon services are: Terry Boeker, Barbara Treptow, Tracy Lehmann, Lynn 
and Glenda Pieper, Ralph and Jeanette Poehlmann.

Out of tradition, we sang the “Doxology.” In the history notes of Salem it is noted 
that tradition and custom at every Christian service - worship and Sunday School 
classes closed with the “Doxology.” Familiar to us, it begins, “Praise God from Whom 
all blessings flow...”. The Doxology reminds us that everything we have comes from 
a God who loves us beyond measure. God gives us gifts and blessings that empower 
us to serve Him by serving others. Let us celebrate God’s blessings to us.

THE ALTAR FLOWERS

were given by the 150th Anniversary Committee 
to the glory of God for 150 years of blessings

COMMUNION

All baptized Christians who believe Jesus gives His true Body and Blood in Communion for their 
forgiveness were welcome to commune with the congregation. 

AS PART OF SALEM’S 150TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION

the children attending Vacation Bible School 2006 designed a block of tile. The tiles were fired and 
arranged into a cross. The cross of tiles hangs in the hallway across from the Sunday School Office. 
Thanks to Ronnie Bowman and Bob Lehmann for assembling the cross and to our artists of VBS. 

Your work praises the Lord. (See the picture on page 97.)
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Anniversary Day!
November 26, 2006

On this day we celebrated as our 
ancestors first did on the occasion of the 

dedication of Salem’s first church building, 
March 8, 1857. Construction began on Founding Day, 

November 22, 1856, and proceeded during 
the winter of 1856 - 1857. Since there was no way 

of securing lumber, logs had to be cut and hauled by 
volunteer labor. Our record books say, “... there was a 
wonderful spirit of cooperation” among the members. 

Although efforts were rather difficult and discouraging, 
it was not in vain for soon more people settled in and 
around the territory of Salem, which increased the 
membership rapidly. The first worshippers came to 

church on horseback, in buggies, surries, 
wagons or on sleighs pulled by yokes of oxen. 
Settlers themselves lived in small log homes.

 On dedication day, the building was 
consecrated to the service of the Triune God in the pres-
ence of the entire congregation and was given the name, 

“The Evangelical Lutheran Salem Church”. 
It is written of that day, “May the Almighty bless this day 

and let it long be held in blessed memory by our children and our 
children’s children; May our descendents go forward under this 

banner of the Holy Gospel and never forget what great things the 
Lord has wrought and accomplished through their 

parents and grandparents.”
 May we keep these words in mind as we 
celebrate the 150th Anniversary, and through all the fol-

lowing years. Thanks be to God!

150th Processional banner
made by Tiffany Weiss 

and Lynda York



     T
HE ANNIVERSARY PLANNING COMMITTEE

Barney Loesch, Tracy Lehmann, Sarah Koehler, Barbara Trep-
tow, Tiffany Weiss, Nancy Rosenbaum & Pastor Charles Parnell

The Anniversary Cake
made by Lynda York and Tiffany Weiss

Vacation Bible School Tile Cross
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The Blinn Brass Quintet

The Acker Family

Randy Ullrich checks out the 
anniversary cake

The Arthur Hueske Family waits in line
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Snapshots from
Anniversary Day



The Men’s Choir

The Treptow Family

The WELCA Choir
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The Becker Family

Design II serving line
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The Kempers & The Mauers

The Morris Family

The Meinholdt-Dernehl Family

Design II serving line
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James & Edith Lehmann

The Paul Weiss Family

The Wiesepape Family
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Pastor F.T. Sager’s Family
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The Lord’s Prayer
(in German)

Vater unser in Himmel, 

Geheiligt werde dein Name.

Dein Reich komme, Dein Wille Geschehe, 

wie in Himmel, so auf Erden.

Unser tägliches Brot gib uns heute,

Und vergib uns unsere Schuld,

wie auch wir vergeben unsern Schuldigern.

Und führe uns nicht in Versuchung

sondern erlöse uns von dem Bösen. Amen
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Common Table Prayer

Komm, Herr Jesus, sie unsere Gast

Und segene was du uns beschert hast.

(Come Lord Jesus, be our Guest, 

and let this food to us be blessed.)



REMEMBERING AN OLD CUSTOM - RISING VOTE OF THANKS...

There was a custom here in the 40’s and 50’s (and even before) called a 
“rising vote of thanks” - a vote of confidence given to 

persons or committees for a job well done.
Back then, there was no applause - 

just the sound of many chairs moving back 
as people rose to show their appreciation.

We acknowledge with gratitude the tireless efforts and re-
search of those members who compiled the 100th and 125th 

anniversary booklets - and call attention to the valuable 
resource book “Records of Salem Lutheran Church, 

Brenham, Texas, 1850 - 1940” by Dr. Jack Autrey Dabbs 
and Dr. Edward C. Breitenkamp. 

(Available in the church officce, Brenham Public Library 
and the Blinn College Library.)

... AND LOOKING TO THE FUTURE... as we 
remember the past, rejoice in our blessings 

and rededicate ourselves to serving 
God by serving others. 
To God be the Glory.

Pastor Lydia Paterson was ordained as 
the 21st pastor at Salem on 

January 4, 2007. 




